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Percy, there, before several of Ms servants, reproved "hirq. for
his engaging himself to Anne Boleyn.

Nor was this unceremonious lecture the only mortification the
unfortunate lover was doomed to receive. His father, the earl of
Northumberland, a man in whose cold heart and narrow mind the
extremes of pride and meanness met, came with all speed out of
the north, having received a summons in the king's name ; and,
going first to Wolsey's house to inquire into the matter, was
received by that proud statesman in Ms gallery, where he delivered
a stern lecture to Ms son, threatening to disinherit "Mm if he did
not give up Ms plight to Anne Boleyn.

The luckless heir of Northumberland was, in the sequel, com-
pelled to fulfil Ms involuntary contract to lady Mary Talbot, one
of the daughters of the earl of Shrewsbury.

Henry's jealous pique at the preference Anne Boleyn had
shown for Percy, induced him to infiict upon her the mortification
of discharging her from queen Katharine's household, and dis-
missing her to her father's house. Anne Boleyn, having no
idea of the real quarter whence the blow proceeded by wMch
she was deprived of her lover and the splendid prospect that
had flattered her, naturally regarded the interference of Wolsey
as a piece of gratuitous impertinence of Ms own, and in the
bitterness of disappointed love, nourished that vindictive spirit
against Itim wMch no after submissions could mollify.

After a period sufficient to allow for the subsiding of ordinary
feelings of displeasure had elapsed, the king paid an unexpected
visit to Hever castle. But Anne, too indignant to offer her
homage to the tyrant whose royal caprice had deprived her of her
affianced husband, would not appear, but took to her chamber,
under pretence of indisposition, on Henry's arrival at the castle,
and never left it till after Ms departure. To propitiate the offended
beauty, Henry, on the 18th of June, 1525, advanced her father sir
Thomas Boleyn to the peerage by the style and title of viscount
Hochf ord, one of the long-contested titles of the house of Ormond.
He also, with the evident intention of drawing the whole family
to Ms court once more, bestowed on the newly-created viscount
the Mgh office of treasurer of the royal household, and appointed
William Carey, the husband of Mary Boleyn, a gentleman, of the
privy-chamber.

It is scarcely probable that Anne continued unconscious of the
king's passion, when he followed up all the favours conferred on
her family by presenting a costly offering of jewels to herself;
but when Henry proceeded to avow Ms love, she recoiled from his
lawless addresses with the natural abhorrence of a virtuous